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Abstract  
This study was aimed to investigate the effect of personal photographs on students writing 
quantity of descriptive text. The population of this study was all the students of the second 
year of SMAN 8 Bengkulu in academic year 2006/2007 with the total number of 200 students. 
The sample of this research was taken by random sampling. By using the cluster-sampling 
technique, 80 students were taken as the samples. The samples divided into two groups, 
experimental and control group. The instrument employed in this study was writing tests. The 
pre-test was conducted before giving treatments in order to know the degree of relevance of 
both groups. In the pre-test analysis, it was found that the t-count < t-table (0,12 < 2,000) for 
the analysis amount of words and t-count < t-table (0,26 < 2,000) for the analysis amount of 
sentences. It means that there were no significant difference between the two groups scores. 
Therefore, the two groups can be accepted as the samples of this study. After giving some 
treatments to the experimental group, the post-test was held to the both groups. Based on the 
data analysis of the post-test, it was found that t-count > t-table (3,76 > 2,000) for the 
analysis amount of words and t-count > t-table (4,1 > 2,000) for the analysis amount of 
sentences. This finding indicated that there was a significant difference between the 
experimental and control group scores. It means that students’ personal photographs had a 
significant effect on their writing quantity. In the other words, the use of personal photographs 
could  increase  students’  writing quantity  especially  in  descriptive  text. Therefore, this 
technique can be applied by teacher as a teaching aid in descriptive text’s writing. 
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1. Introduction 
English as International language has a great effects in all aspects of our life.  
Almost  all  books  and  resources  are  written  in  this  language,  and  this language is   
used as “lingua franca” in some countries such as Singapore and Malaysia, but in 
Indonesia it is still used as a foreign language that should be learnt by students at 
elementary school up to the university level.  As it is stated in  instructional  program  
outline  (Garis-Garis  Besar  Program  Pengajaran  / GBPP) that English is the first foreign 
language will have been used to communicate with other nations. 
“One of the function of teaching English is as development means of students in parts of 
knowledge, technology and cultural. The purpose of teaching English at the end of the 
learning English is  to make the students of SMU able to read , speak, listen and write 
English through a number of themes chosen that are based on the development and the 
students’ interest level, level of vocabulary mastery and appropriate grammar,” (GBPP for 
SMU ; 1994) 
According to the Instructional Program Outline (GBPP; 1994), it can be seen that 
writing is a very important skill for the students especially of the Senior High School. In 
the other words, this language can make easier to absorb and transfer any information, 
knowledge, and technology throughout the world. 
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As it is stated in the Competence Based Curriculum (CBC) of SMA that writing 
is one of other English skills that should be mastered by students of Senior High 
School. Because of the importance, this compulsory subject is also included in the 
national examination ( Ujian Akhir Nasional). 
Due to the fact, the communication and information technology has developed so 
rapidly. Consequently, the students as well as the teachers should adapt and add their 
information and knowledge and even transfer it to others. However, most of information 
written in English as it is a global language. In this case, both for the teachers and 
the students should improve their English skills in order to be able to obtain information 
and enrich their knowledge especially dealing with their subjects and materials. 
According to the curriculum, students of Senior High School should be able to 
write some of text types namely narration, description, anecdote, exposition, and so on. 
However, based on researcher’s pre-observation in SMAN No. 8 Bengkulu, researcher 
found that the instructional outline target was far from the reality. Mostly, the students’ 
writing was still assessed based on structural approach, in which the teachers only examine 
the errors of grammar, punctuation, choice of words and etc. Unfortunately, they probably 
forgot to motivate and make the students interested in writing. Consequently, it caused a 
negative impact towards the students. 
In the researcher observation, it found that most of the students of SMAN 8 
Bengkulu especially of the second year students were lack of motivation or courage in 
writing composition. There are some factors avoiding them from writing composition 
such as unable to write any of the text types correctly, problem in choosing the ideas, the 
choice of words, lack of vocabulary, grammar correctness and so on. 
This case had influenced their writing skill especially of their writing quantity, it 
was shown from the students’ writing that the composition of words and sentences were 
still very low. It was found in their writing tasks in regular evaluation while the writer 
doing PPL program at this school It means that when the students were asked to write 
paragraphs in certain amount of time, the quantity of their paragraphs were still very lack 
of words and sentences. They might stop writing because of those factors in which it had 
caused the low quantity of their writing. 
Moreover, the students  also might stop writing because they do not know how to 
express and develop their ideas as Langan (1981: 6) states that sometimes they have ideas 
in their mind but do not know how to express it on a piece of paper. Another problem was 
the students were afraid to make mistakes and errors of their writing, this factor also make 
them reluctant to write a composition. In addition, they also found difficulties in arranging 
organized paragraphs and correct sentences. 
Therefore, appropriate material and teacher techniques probably have influence 
with the result of teaching writing. Teaching media hoped to be able to encourage them to 
start writing. One of techniques can be used to encourage the students in order to be 
interested in writing that is using visual media in which this research employed students’ 
personal photographs as the media. In this case, the researcher will apply students’ 
personal photographs as the media. Using of this media hoped can minimize the factors 
avoiding them in writing because it will make the topics become more specific. 
Based on that reasons above, the researcher interested to explore whether or not the 
use of students’ personal photographs have any effects on students writing quantity. If 
their writing quantity would be increased, it means that there was a positive effect of using 
that media. It also would imply that the students got attracted in writing by using that 
media of their personal photographs. 
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2. Literature Review 
2.1. Learning a Foreign Language Writing Ability 
Writing is a kind of effort to transfer an oral language into written forms. The 
mastery of this language skills are tools in expressing ideas, mind and or sense in 
written form (Heaton, 1975: 135). As one of the four skills that have to be mastered, 
writing skills seems to be the most complex one. In writing activity, there are many 
aspects would be integrated. As Jupp (1982) in Suharniati thesis says ”writing skill is 
the most difficult skill to be mastered in a second language”. It means they have to 
master the language component such as spelling, grammar, vocabulary and the content 
itself in order to be understandable and meaningful for the reader. The complexity 
of the skills makes it difficult to be applied. On the other hand, the skills are very 
important to master the writing skill. 
The difficulty of writing skill is caused by the students are not given any special 
preparation for the skill required in writing. In fact, they often make so many mistakes 
and errors in their writing. It is important to develop students’ writing starting from 
the very early age in order to accustom them in producing their own writing. As 
Langan (1981: 90) in Ely Hartanti thesis says, “writing is a skill like driving, typing or 
even preparing a good meal. It can be learned with practice because it is not an 
automatic process to master this skill. 
In order to make the students interested and want to start writing, consequently 
an English teachers should give guidance and support to the students. One of ways that 
can be used by teacher to support their ideas is using media or tools, such as graphic, 
photograph, picture, and so on. 
 
 
2.2.The Purpose of Writing 
Writing is an important activity for people to express their ideas, feelings, 
thoughts, experiences, and wishes. Halliday ( 1985 :10) in David Nunan suggests that 
writing has involved in societies as a result of cultural changes creating communicative 
needs which can’t be readily met by spoken language. He states that in the modern 
world, written language serves a range of function in everyday life including the 
following: 
1. Primarily for action 
2. Primarily for information 
3. Primarily for entertainment 
Writing is also a means of communication in which the people express the 
feelings, ideas, thoughts, in written form. As Ur (1986: 79) describes that the purpose 
of writing in principal writing is the expressing of ideas, the conveying of a message 
to the reader, so the ideas themselves should arguably be seen as the most important 
of the writing skill. 
Furthermore, She adds that writing has a special purpose. A novel, for instance, 
may start with a flashback instead of an epilogue. The purpose is to make readers 
think about the content of the novel from the end of the story. One thing is clear that 
every story has a beginning, conflict and ending. In the same way,  when  writing  about  
something,  we  always  think  about  the  structure although we may break the pattern. 
It is true that writing must base on the purpose. Basically, it is done to give 
information, to express personal views, to persuade readers and to prove what 
people believe in their lives. A researcher can choose the purpose and he will 
determine the kind of writing or composition to achieve the purpose. 
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2.3.Teaching Writing Techniques 
In teaching writing, a teacher can use many techniques. The techniques are 
used to support students in writing process. The technique is also required to give input 
to students, so that their achievement in writing would develop as well as other skills. 
Each technique, of course has its own strengths and weaknesses. 
According  to  the  educational  program  of  the  Instructional  Program Outline 
( GBPP: 1994), there seven skills of writing that should be taught by teacher   for 
teaching writing process. They are: 
1. Arranging sentences (approximately ten sentences). 
2. Completing simple and brief conversation written. 
3. Writing short paragraph of narration or description about the simple topics. 
4. Giving answer responding written for the comprehension questions. 
5. Writing personal message 
6. Writing simple letter. 
7. Responding simple letter. 
For beginning writers, they are not to force to write a quality of the text but 
they are able to encourage them writing as much as possible. They should not be 
worried about the correctness of the text that they have written, but how to express 
their ideas, feeling and thought in written form. 
 
2.4.Writing Process 
Writing is important skill in language learning. Writing can be divided into 
five different patterns of purpose, namely: description, narration, exposition, 
translation and research paper. However, descriptive writing is chosen here because it 
is appropriate with the media used in this research that is their own photograph. 
Through the personal photograph, it is hoped able to encourage them writing a 
descriptive text because they will be easier to express their personal experience through 
the photographs in descriptive form. 
In teaching learning process, students will face many problems. The teacher 
should guide them “step by step”. There are three phases of teaching writing according 
Walter and Julie (1980) in Suharniati thesis, they are: 1) pre- writing; 2) Writing 
phases; 3) Post writing phase. Below is the explanation of each: 
1. Pre-writing ; in this phase teacher should make the students interested and 
motivate them to write by using media, in this research, researcher specially using 
their own personal photographs as a media in teaching writing. 
2. Writing  phase;  after  they  interested,  enjoy  and  understand  what  to  write 
through the photographs, they will start writing. 
3. Writing phase; in this phase the students were asked to read their composition in 
order to be understandable and meaningful for the readers. 
The teachers should teach those phases in teaching and learning process, 
because the writing activity is a process for students in expressing their ideas in written  
form  in  which  it  should  be  understandable  and  meaningful  for  the readers. 
According  to  Oshima  and  Hogue  (1983:  77),  there  are  two  kinds  of 
writing namely paragraph and essay. In this research, the writer only explains the 
paragraph writing, because students asked to write paragraphs. 
Furthermore, in writing paragraphs there are three elements that should be 
focused by students, they are topic sentence, supporting sentence and concluding 
sentence, which: 
a.   Topic sentence 
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The topic sentence states the main ideas of paragraph that indicates what is 
described or discussed in the paragraph. 
b. Supporting sentence 
The second part of a paragraph is a set of supporting sentences that develop the topic 
sentence by giving examples, reasons and facts. These sentences should serve  to  
back  up,  clarity,  illustrate,  explain  or  prove  the  point  in  the  topic sentence. 
c. Concluding sentences 
The end part of a paragraph is the conclusion that ends the paragraph by restating 
or summarizing the ideas in the paragraph. 
In addition, in writing paragraphs, the students should know how a paragraphs 
are organized or developed. According to Kathleen (1984) in Suharniati thesis, there 
are some guide in organizing paragraphs in order to make a good and organized a 
paragraph. 
a. The paragraph should contain only one central idea  
b. The paragraph should have unity 
c. The paragraph should have coherence and continuity  
d. The paragraph should be adequately developed. 
As an English teacher, we must teach and give courage for students, so that 
they will express what is in their mind loosely. One technique can be used by using 
teaching media that is their personal photographs as a media to motivate students in 
writing activities. 
 
2.5.Writing through Personal Photographs 
As a complex skill, writing is difficult to teach. It makes some teachers neglect 
to apply it in their classroom activity. The teachers do not have adequate skills and 
techniques to apply it. It seems to be a big problem for teacher. In order to solve 
this problem, teachers should try to employ some techniques in teaching  writing.  One  
of  the  techniques  is  by  using  students’  personal photographs in which contain their 
experiences or memorable events in the past. 
Personal photograph is one of media that can be used by English teacher to 
improve students’ writing quantity especially in descriptive texts. It is used as a media 
to exercise their ability in writing. Using picture especially in this case a photograph, 
the students expected would be challenged to give comments, ideas, arguments and 
description or short story. It can be said that personal photographs are valuable 
teaching aids in motivating students to start writing. By writing their own experience 
through their own photographs, the students will usually be active and prepare 
their vocabulary spontaneously in their minds and it will be expressed when they start 
to write. As Raimes (1983: 57) says that “the teacher can find a valuable resource in 
picture such as; drawings, photographs, posters, cartoons, magazine advertisement, 
diagrams, graphs, and etc”. 
Furthermore, Adams (1990: 11) adds that all ESL writing, teacher can find 
a valuable resources in pictures, drawings, photographs, and posters, etc. Personal 
photographs provides a shared  experiences for students. Employing pictures in 
teaching writing in the classroom can attain many advantages. 
According to Soekarwati (1996) in Syamsidar, there are many advantages in 
using media (pictures; including photographs), they are: 1).To motivate students 2). 
Avoid bored 3). Teaching and learning activities become systematic, 4). To clarify 
what the teacher explained, 5).To make easy to understand the context. 
As Hornby (1986:77) says that “picture are photographs, sketch or illustration 
of one object including information and facts”. Picture as one of media or resources 
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have some function, that are; 1) to clarify what the material explained by teachers, 2) 
to support students in teaching and learning activities, 3) to motivate,  and  4)  to  
avoid  boredom.  Nawangwulan  (2000)  in  Syamsidar supports this idea; “picture is 
the number of questions which need to answer”. In this case it means when the students 
see their own photographs, so it will raise some questions in their mind, where the 
answer will be expressed in oral or written form. It can be in the form words or 
sentences. Personal photographs are used to know whether or not can improve 
students’ writing ability in descriptive text. 
By using the personal photographs, it is hoped that students’ writing will be 
improved. Ur(1988) in Syamsidar describes that picture can help students to minimize 
the difficulties in write a short paragraph, beside that picture (the personal 
photographs) will avoid bored of students, if they are interested in what they are doing, 
they will enjoy learning and teaching process and understand the materials given. 
 
2.6.Descriptive Writing 
Description tells how a person, a place, or a thing perceived by the five senses-
taste, vision, hearing,  and touch (Blake and Mc Bee,1978: 12). As it is stated by 
Eschholz and Rossa (1986) in Heni Sulistiowati thesis, to describe is to point a verbal 
picture of something; a person, a place or a thing. Even an idea or a  state  of  mind  
can  be  made  vividly  concrete.  Buscemi  (2002)  in  Heni Sulistiowati says that 
successful descriptions require a lot of specific details with such concrete, specific, and 
vivid expressions. 
Description is a painting a word-picture of something concrete, such as scene 
or a person (Decker, 1986: 35). He also adds, its use is not emphasized to what it can 
perceive with the senses; it can also describe an abstract concept such as an emotion 
or a quality or a mood. 
Descriptive writing creates a clear and vivid impression of a person, a place, or 
a thing (Macmillan: 1986) in Heni Sulistiowati thesis. In writing a paragraph in 
descriptive form, we usually describe a place or a person. When we write a description 
about a  place or a person, our purpose is to give the reader a clear and vivid 
impression of the particular location or a person. In writing paragraphs describing 
a place, according to Brown et al (1984) in Syamsidar, there are some steps. They 
are : 
1.   Begin with a topic sentence. 
2.   Select only the most vivid details. 
3.   Arrange the details in an easy to-follow order 
4.   Use words and phrases that emphasize the order in which the details are 
arranged. 
5.   End your paragraph with a concluding sentence in which you indicate that 
your description of the place is complete. 
While in writing a paragraph that describe a person, write a vivid description of 
a person, a description that will make the person seems to come to life for your readers. 
Here are the steps in describing a person. They are: 
1.   In your topic sentence, introduce the person whom you will describe 
2.   Include a variety of sensory details 
3.   Include details that describe your subject’s motions 
4.   Arrange the details in logical order 
5.   Use specific words that describe the persons’ characters. 
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3. Finding And Discussion 
3.1. The analysis Amount of Words 
In analyzing pre-test and post-test result, the scores of both groups were 
compared to find out whether or not the treatments gave positive effect. From the pre-
test and post-test result in table 1 and table 2 (in this chapter), it was found that the use 
of students’ personal photographs could improve their writing quantity. It would be 
showed more details in this  
following table: 
Table 5. The Analysis Amount of Words 
 
 
 
Group 
 
Total 
 
Differ
Mean 
Score of 
Differen
c e 
P
re
Po
st
Score P
r
Post-
test 
Score 
Experiment
al group 
 
297
 
508
 
2114 
 
74,
 
127,23 
 
52,85 
Control 
Group 
 
295
 
399
 
1042 
 
73,
 
99,
 
26,05 
 
From the table, it was found that the mean scores of both groups were 
improved. The mean score of words for the experimental group got improved from 
74,38 of the pre-test to 127,23 of the post test. The difference  of  score  is  52,85.  The  
mean  scores  of  the  control  group increased as well as 73,85 of the pre-test to 99,9 
of the post-test. The difference of score is 26,05. This case will be explained more 
details in sub-discussion of this chapter. 
In analyzing whether or not there is significant difference of the post-test 
result, the researcher use t-formula shown in this following table.  
 
Table 6. The Hypothesis Analysis Amount of Words 
 
 Pre-test Post-test 
Experime
ntal 
Group 
 
Control 
Group 
Experime
ntal 
Group 
Control 
Group 
∑x 2975 2954 5089 3996 
X 74,37 73,85 127,22 99,9 
∑x
2
234273 234964 716157 412692 
(∑
2
8850625 8726116 25897921 15968016 
Sdi 4,37 7,26 
Tc 0,12 3,76 
Tt 2,000 2,000 
 
The table 6 proved that t-count > t-table (3,76 > 2,000). it means that there 
is a significant difference between both groups or in other words the use of students’ 
personal photographs can improve students’ writing quantity. 
 
3.1.2. The Analysis Amount of Sentence 
The  amount  of  sentences  written was  improving  as  well  as  the amount 
of words previously. It can be found out from the mean scores of sentences written 
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by students in the table 5 of this chapter. Based on the result, the researcher 
concluded that the use of personal photograph has a positive effect on students’ 
writing quantity. This following table may clarify the details in table 7 below. 
 
Table 7. The Analysis Amount of Sentence 
 
 
 
Group 
 
Total 
Differen
ce 
Mean 
Score of Difference 
Pr
e- 
Po
st Score 
P
r
Po
st Score 
Exper
iment
al 
 
 
295 
 
 
47
 
 
17
 
 
7,3
 
 
11,
 
 
4.4 
Contro
l 
 
291 
 
36
 
7
 
7,2
 
9,2 
 
1,92 
 
From the table 7 above, the mean scores of both groups were improved. The 
mean score of sentences for experimental group improved from 7,375 of the pre-test 
to 11,775 respectively of the post-test. The same case for the control group which was 
improved from 7,275 of the pre-test to 9,2 of the-post-test. This case will be explained 
more details in this sub- discussion of this chapter. 
In order to know if there is a significant difference of sentences written between 
two groups, the researcher analyze it by using t-formula. The details can be seen in 
table below: 
 
Table 8. The Hypothesis Analysis Amount of Sentences 
 
 Pre-test Post-test 
Experime
ntal 
Control 
Group 
Experime
ntal 
Control 
Group 
∑X 295 291 471 368 
X 7,37 7,27 11,78 9,2 
∑x2 2253 2275 6057 3492 
(∑x)2 87025 84681 221841 135424 Sdiff 0,39 0,63 
Tcou 0,26 4,1 
Ttabl 2,000 2,000 
 
From the table above, it proved that tcount  > ttable  (4,1 > 2,000). It means 
that there is a significant difference between both groups. In other words, the use of 
personal photograph can improve students’ writing quantity. 
 
 
3.2. Discussion 
The are many ways that can be used to motivate and develop students’ positive 
attitudes towards writing. One of them is the technique used by teachers. The teacher 
can apply many techniques. One of techniques can be used that is using teaching 
media which in this case using personal photographs as an alternative technique can 
be applied by teachers to encourages students in improving their writing quantity. 
Unfortunately, in researcher’s observation, most teachers view writing as a 
product-oriented. Consequently, it makes the students avoid writing because they are 
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worried to make mistakes especially in the grammatical errors. In order to make the 
students enjoy writing, consequently the teacher should motivate and support the 
students. They also should find any technique in order to makes writing as an 
interesting work and avoid boring of students. Thus, the use of teaching aid, in this 
case of students’ personal photographs can be used as an alternative technique in 
teaching writing. In this research, the researcher wants to investigate  whether  or  not  
personal  photographs  have  a  positive  effect  on students’ writing quantity especially 
in descriptive text. 
From the post-test result, researcher concluded that students’ personal 
photograph had a positive effect towards the students’ writing quantity of descriptive 
text. It can be seen from the mean score of words and sentences from both  groups  (see  
table  5  and  7).  The  students’  writing  quantity  of  the experimental  group  was  
higher  than  the  control  group.  Moreover  Students’ writing quantity of both groups 
improved, although the improvement of writing quantity for the control group was less 
than the experimental groups. In other words, it means that students’ writing quantity 
of the experimental groups improved more rapidly than the control group. It showed 
that the use of personal photographs could improve the students’ writing quantity 
faster than the use of conventional technique.. 
The use of personal photographs in writing process had a positive effect on 
students’ writing quantity. It was proved by the results of this research. It means that 
teachers can apply this technique in teaching writing skill. This technique has many 
advantages as stated by Soekarwati (1996) in Nursiyani thesis. They are: 1).To 
motivate students 2). To avoid boring of students 3). To make teaching and learning 
activities become systematic, 4). To clarify what the teacher explained, 5).To more 
easily understand the context. In addition, the other advantage is to make the 
students able to write descriptive text more easily. 
Finally, researcher can conclude that the use of students’ personal photographs 
has a positive effect on students writing quantity. It is shown by the hypothesis  result  
in  which  H1  was  accepted  and  H0  was  rejected.  This  finding showed that the 
use of students’ personal photograph could improve their writing quantity especially 
of the descriptive text. 
 
4. Conclusion And Suggestion 
4.1. Conclusion 
Based on the results in the previous chapter, it can be concluded that : 
1.   There was a significant effect of using students’ personal photograph towards their 
writing quantity in descriptive text on the second year students of Senior High 
School No.8 Bengkulu in academic year 2006/2007. 
2.   The use of students’ personal photographs as a media of teaching writing was more 
effective to be applied in improving students’ writing quantity of words and 
sentences especially in descriptive text. 
3.   The use of students’ personal photographs was more effective for teaching 
writing than the conventional technique. 
 
4.2. Suggestion 
This research had proved that the use of personal photographs could improve 
students’ writing quantity especially for the students who were in the lower level of 
ability in writing. Based on the conclusion above, the researcher would like to offer 
some suggestions dealing with teaching writing in the classroom especially for the 
second year students of Senior High School: 
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1.   In teaching writing process for Senior High School students especially for 
beginner writers, an English teacher should make writing as an interesting work 
it means that in the first step, teacher should start to make the students feel 
interested in writing. After the students feel interested and enjoy writing, they can 
write as much they can to express their ideas, opinions, and thoughts freely without 
worrying about the language aspects such as the choice of words, spelling, 
grammar, sentence arrangements, and the contents as well. 
2.   Students’ personal photographs can be applied as an alternative technique 
especially in improving students writing quantity. 
3.   The teachers should find any techniques in motivating the students to enjoy 
writing and avoid factors that hinder the students from writing such as boringness 
and worries while in the writing process. One of the alternative technique that is 
using students’ personal photographs to improve students  
   writing quantity. 
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